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American Legion POST 155  

Officers 2010/2011  

Commander         Jay Conti Sr.           352-422-4122 

1st Vice               Jimmy White           352-628-5846 

2nd                      Roger Boucher        352-794-0352 

3rd                       Tom Bassitt             352-746-6501   

Finance Officer   Bob Koch                352-795-2757 

Sgt. At Arms       Bill Shreve               352-628-5992 

Chaplain             Garry Justice            352-563-5358 

Historian             Ken Anderson          352-564-0666 

Adjutant               John Kunzer     352-746-4010 

Judge Advocate Darlis Greene     352-621-0402 
E-BOARD  

John Foster, Larry Rivere, Henry Legros, Bob Scott, 

Jim Woodman, Jim Thomas, Dennis Marion, Steve 

Mikulas 

  

V0iture #1219 - 40 & 8 officers  

Chef de Gare            Rod Appleby   352-621-0691 

Correspondant         John Kaiserian     352-746-1959 

 La societe de femme - cabane 1219  

Officers  

Presidente Carol Kasieran   352-746-1959 

Correspondante  

SONS OF THE AMERICAN 

 LEGION -  OFFICERS 

Commander Mark Cox           352-464-2895 

Adjutant     Phil Fuchs 352-634-4864 

      

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS - OFFICERS 

 Director  Bill Gregory 352-634-5447 

 Secretary Pat Demikoff        352-795-3591 

 Chaplain  Bill Squires 352 

Send Change Of Address 

To 

  
American Legion Post 155 

    P.O. Box 908 
    Crystal River, FL  
    34423-0908 

  

The post scuttlebutt  

The Voice Of Blanton -
Thompson Post 155  

  
Robert ñBobò Scott  

 Editor  
wvcaller@msn.com  

Phone  860 -2090 
Cell phone 422 -1891 

  
Barbara Logan ðProduction  

J. Inlow Production  
Gail Place ðAdvertising  

  
All articles for the Post 

Scuttlebutt are due on the 

15th of each month  
  

www.post155.org  
   E-mail :  

  alpost155@tampabay.rr.com  

American Legion Post 155  

6585 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy 
Crystal River, FL. 34429-9355 
  Phone              352-795-6526 

Fax             352-795-  
  

Play American 
Legion Bingo 

Conducted by Volunteers 
from the 

American Legion Post 
155 

Monday and Thursday 
1:00m pm 

At Any Hour That Duty Calls, To Keep Our Great Country Free, 

With a Thunderous Roar, Weôll Ride Again, The 2nd U.S. Cavalry ! ! 

President    Toni Conti              344-4122 

Vice President   Shawn Mikulas              503-5325 

Secretary   Sharen Bassitt                746-6501 

Treasurer   Barbara Logan               795-4233 

Chaplain   Lucile Roya                    628-6901 



THE SCUTTLEBUTT BOOSTERS CLUB  
$10.00 per year/per couple.  -  Make your tax-deductible donation now! 

Almeida, John    04/16 
Baker, Bob & Elfi  03/11    
August, Dom & Bonnie 05/18    
Barry, Joe & Arlene  06/13    
Brown, Jack & Joann 08/10 
Cegelis, Bill & Betsy  08/10 
Cernek, Samuel & Christine 06/11 
Champion, John & Rose 01/11 
Citrus County Cabane #1219  05/17 
Citrus County 10-13 Club 05/11 
Clutter, Albert  06/11 
Coccia George & Deborah 10/10 
Collinson, Roger  10/11 
Conti, Jay & Toni  03/11 
Dudley, James & Lois 02/11 
Esposito, Pat  06/11 
Gore, John & Jacque 07/12 
Griffith, Philip & Jane 07/11 
Harrigan, William     09/11 
Hartzell, Carl & Dorrine 07/11 
Haynie, Merlin & Adele 04/11 
Post 155 Honor Guard 07/12 
Kelly, Betty &  Dave  07/13 
Koch, Bob & Gail  06/11 
Kopp, Raymond   08/10 
Kroll, Bud & Sharon  06/11 
Kunzer, John & Nikki 02/11
   
   
  
  
  

Jenkins, Jeff & Pat  10/10 
Lewis, Joe & Rose  10/10 
Legros, Henry & Marcella 07/11 
Lightell, Fred & Margaret 01/14 
Lightell, Fred & Bonnie 01/14 
Logan, Rick & Barbara 12/11 
Manuel, Joe  05/11 
McCall, Bob & Liz  08/12 
Meyers, John & Ceil  10/10 
Moreland, Chuck & Gayle 02/11 
N.A.R.L.E.O.  06/11 
Norton, Richard  03/11 
Piro, Samuel L.   01/11 
Roya, Lynford & Lucile 08/10 
Shaffer, Richard & Edy 02/12 
Shea, George & Marie 08/10 
Snead, Virginia N.  02/11 
Sorrells, Richard L.  04/13 
Telfer, Russ & Connie 03/11 
Thomas, Donald & Marilyn 12/10 
Voges, John & Carol 06/11 
Wanke, Richard  10/10 
White, Albert  06/11 
Wyzgowski, John & Evelyn 09/10 
  

In Loving Memory of  
Mary F. Jeffords  07/10 

  

  

  
Enclosed is my donation in the Amount of 
$________ 
  
Name______________________________ 
  
Address____________________________ 
  
City_______________State____ZIP______ 
  
Mail to: Scuttlebutt Boosters Club 
P.O. Box 908 
Crystal River, Florida 34423-0908 

 

In God We Trust  

       All Others Pay Cash  

$0.."/%&3z4 $03/&3 

 
Well another normal "Slow Summer Month"  as stated in previous years. But NOT in 

2010! Lots of things got done and it was a big month for your American Legion Fam-

ily. We had accomplished many things and planned on many future events as well.  

Our two 4th of July parties was outstanding! On July 3, 2010 we have our 4th of July 

Ceremony at 5:30pm with a very special Entertainer "SALLY",  a professional imper-

sonator where she held a 50's & 60's SOCK-HOP. On the 4th of July; Clint Anderson 

and his Crew held an outstanding "STARS & STRIPES BBQ Party"  with BBQ 

Chicken & Ribs with entertainment by RUSS! Both events were well attended and it 

goes to show that you the members want things to happen and something to do and 

will come out and support these events and help out with arranging them, WOW! Two 

4th of July Celebrations / Parties when most organizations didn't even have one! 

Thanks to ALL the volunteers who made these events and others possible! 

 

On Monday, August 2, 2010 the Post will be going to a new Key Card system as a 

another club in the area (and it's been awhile since we changed) for some reason has 

the same key card reader as we do. You will need to renew to your 2011 dues by then 

in order to obtain your new Key Card. We will make the new membership cards avail-

able during certain days for the members if you stop by and want to pick them up in 

person. Another thing on the key cards, every time you press the buzzer to get the Bar-

tender to open the door for you they have to check your membership IAW our Bylaws. 

This also takes them away from servicing another member at the Bar. Starting Septem-

ber 1, 2010 if you happen to "BUZZ" the door to get in, instead of using your key 

card that is provided for you then you just gave the Bartender a $1 Tip which is only 

fair! :-).  Renew! Get a new key card and don't BUZZ! Save the Buzzing for non-

members and visitors so we can check their cards. Thanks for understanding. 

 

Accountability! Accountability!  Accountability is one of the main things always on 

my mind. Not that I distrust anyone! But, with an Accountability system 

"QA"  (Quality Assurance) things run a lot smoother. There are things I have been 

doing for a few months that most of you haven't even noticed only if you were directly 

responsible in one of the programs, Officer or a Committee member. Accountability 

issues for not only the Legion Programs, Legion Games, Events, Kitchen, BINGO, 

Show Me Card BINGO, Lounge Manager Reports and others each has went through 

an overhaul so that Reporting of funds is managed / QA by not just one person but 

several. This does more than one thing: 

 

1. Gives the responsible Legionnaire a good feel for their own accountability of their 

part 

2. It makes it very easy to do an Audit on the Post or a particular program, at any given 

time when you have forms/reports etc. right in front of you with signatures on every 

report.  

3. Enables me to sleep better at night knowing that I have done the Job I was elected to 

do as your Commander; as I can answer the membership better on these and other is-

sues.  

 



Since we have started this accountability program (and more changes are coming) our 

profit has increased. I don't think that there was anything wrong or someone doing 

anything before, but having set QA standards on how things will get done and checked 

by another officer for the Accountability it has motivated some; and the end results 

have increased.  Please thanks in advance for helping and accepting these QA Standard 

changes.   

 

Awards! During our Department Convention we came away with some nice Awards. 

We received Two Awards for Membership in not only achieving 95% in membership 

but 100% +1 member before the Department Goal date. We received a nice Award for 

the TOP Chartered Post for a "Boy Scout" Troop and 3 Awards from our National 

Commander for the work in forming the VEDC (Veterans Economic and Development 

Council) and thanks to the hard work from long-time member Tom Cooper in helping 

with this program. Tom also identified a few big discrepancies' in the Public Law 

signed by Congress a few years ago and has identified it and it has went to the National 

Commander and his Legislative and Veterans Committees are currently reviewing 

Tom's report and are about to ask Congress for a major Legislative change in the Dis-

abled Veterans Employment laws. If you are a Disabled Veteran and own your own 

business and would like to bid on government contracts or would like to help Tom 

Cooper out with the VEDC please give Tom a call at 352-527-8494. B.Z. Tom for the 

outstanding Job! We also we winners of two Children & Youth and one Americanism 

award from National which they are being signed right now and the plaques being 

made and they will be awarded to the Post at the Fall Conference in November.  

 

We do have a lot of things happening coming up these next few months! August 1, 

2010 Legion Day at the Ray's Cost $40 per person, includes Breakfast at the Post, 

Transportation to and from the game plus game day tickets. August 21, 2010 Military 

Dance "BALL"  We are hosting Citrus County's Summer "Military Ball" , tickets are 

only $15 per person; entertainment by the Lil Deuce Coup, September 4, 2020 4th Dis-

trict meeting 10am, September 11, 2010; 9-11 Freedom Walk starting at 11am, there 

will be a very nice Legion Family Day BBQ afterwards plus entertainment at the Post. 

September 17, 2010 POW/MIA Recognition Day; 7pm ceremony by the Legion Rid-

ers, September 25, 2010 "Special Legionnaire"  Homecoming, The Department Com-

mander Al Porter will be here for this event. 

 

The "Commanders Pick" Award is given to an American Legion Family member who 

during that month done an outstanding job for your Legion Post in helping with the 

programs, Volunteering their time etc. Our organization was founded in 1919 upon the 

principles of "Devotion to mutual helpfulness" and their actions are an affirmation 

of this belief. The July 2010 Commanders Pick Award goes to Lin Hadley & Sharen 

Bassitt who's outstanding work in helping me organizing the kitchen help, crews, or-

dering food and keeping the records straight made the work for me as Commander a 

lot easier and also made the fellow Legion Family members and guests feel welcomed 

at the Post. Both Lin & Sharen received a nice certificate, their names are engraved on 

the Commanders Pick Award plaque and he also received a free Steak Dinner for two. 

Both Lin & Sharen stepped up and seen that the Legion needed help and answered the 

call, this is truly the way a Legion Family is supposed to work, a Family members 

helping another Family member.  When you see Lin & Sharen, tell them thanks for all 

their help and Congratulations for winning the award. 

CANS! CANS! CANS! CANS FOR CAMP! Boy Scout Troop #370 who is Char-

tered by Post #155 has been recycling our aluminum cans for 2 months now. The 

money we receive from these cans helps the Post pay for Chartering the Boy Scout 

Troop as well as sending these Boy Scouts to Camp. If you can please save your Alu-

minum cans (empty with no other trash) and bring them to the Post so the Boy Scouts 

can recycle them as it will help a young child in Citrus County. Remember any money 

we raise from Cans goes for the Boy Scouts, last month someone (We have a very 

good idea who it was) went and took a bunch of bags before the Boy Scouts were go-

ing to recycle them early one morning. You are not helping out the Post or even the 

Boy Scouts by doing this, but hurting these young kids and depriving them! Why? For 

just for a few bucks so you can get a couple of drinks, if you are that hard up please 

contact our service officer Steve Mikulas as he may be able to help you out!  

 

We need help with BINGO, Kitchen help, Show me Card BINGO, things to be fixed, 

administration help etc. 

                                                                                                      For God and Country 

                                                                                                      Jay Conti Sr. 

                                                                                                      Commander 

  

By now you have already received a renewal notice in the mail for your 2011 dues 

(2011 Cards are in Hand). Please do me a favor, take your membership card out, and 

look at it. Does it show 2010? If it does then you have not renewed your dues for the 

upcoming year and are may be on the verge of being delinquent. The Post needs your 

help so we can reach our membership goals as we get only a few dollars of each mem-

bers dues to pay for the Legion Programs, like School Awards, Boyôs State, ROTC, 

Shooting Sports, Boy Scouts, Veterans Relief, Children & Youth and other American 

Legion Programs.  

 

Last year we made 100% on time with the help of you the membership in sending 

your dues on time and that was much appreciated. Our 2011 goal date for 100% is a 

the week before Christmas and I think that we can do it.  So if you have or havenôt 

received your dues notice in yet please just sent your dues of $32.00 to the Post made 

out to American Legion Post #155 and send it to: 

American Legion Post #155 

ATTN: MEMBERSHIP  

P.O. BOX 908 

Crystal River, FL 34452-0908 

With your help in achieving 100% by our new goal date is very realistic. If you are a 

member in need and are hitting rough times please give me a call at 352-795-6526 and 

we will see what the Legion Post can do to help you out, everything will remain confi-

dential. For our 95 PUFL Members, National had a problem with the first mailer of 

the PUFL Cards and was told that they will be sent to you in the next month. 

                                                                                                       For God and Country 

                                                                                                       Jimmy Shite 

                                                                                                       1st Vice Commander 

 Membership Corner  

MEMBERSHIP 2011 DUES 



Chaplain Report  

 

Our Chaplain Gerry Justice had to go up north  for a funeral, and I am filling in for him 

this month.   Lets remember Gerry in our prayers as he travels and wish him a speedy 

return. 

 

Lets remember all our service men and women who are in harms way, and pray for their 

safe return home.  

 

Prayer  for our service men and women 

 

O Lord God of our far flung battle lines, the Creator and Ruler of the Universe, we ask 

that You will strengthen and protect the members of the Armed forces of the United 

States of America. In the day of battle may they be courageous and strong, resourceful 

and capable, resolute and victorious. In the time of peace may they serve with dignity 

and honor, as effective emissaries of good will for his nation. May their devotion and 

loyalty to You and to their homeland inspire them in moments of challenge, and comfort 

them in tribulation and long separation from loved ones. And finally, we ask that they 

may return safely to serve You and our Country in the days and years to come. Also we 

ask a special blessing for those who stand and wait for their return. 

Amen 

 

 

                                                                                   For God and Country 

                                                                                   Robert ñBobò Scott 

                                                                              Dept. Boy Scout Chairman 

Cabane 1219  

A big ñmerciò to all the Dames for electing me as La Presidente Locale for the coming 

year.  I will do my best to fulfill your expectations. Last year was a busy one for our 

Cabane and we received many awards at Grande, for which I thank all of our members. 

This year I hope we will be involved in and support many activities at the Post as well 

as travelling around Florida attending wrecks at other Voitures and Cabanes. We will 

have several Dames attending Nationale in Springfield, Illinois next month and hope to 

bring back a lot of information to share with all of you. 

 

If you have not paid your dues yet, please do soðthey are still only $25.00. 

 

Remember to keep track of all of your hours, miles, donations, etc. and report them at 

our monthly Rendezvous the 2nd Thursday of the month. 

 

I look forward to working with each and every one of  our members and the Voiture as 

we have in the past to have a successful year. If you have any suggestions or com-

plaints, please donôt hesitate to contact me. 

                                                                                                Carol Kaiserian 

                                                                                                La President Locale 

                                                                                                352-746-1959 

                                                                                               Carolk40and8@yahoo.com 
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Sons of the Legion Article  

 

The new membership cards are in and we already have 6 renewals, 3 new members and 2 

transfers. Please renew as soon as possible and be an ñEarly Birdò. Dues are $21.00 and 

best paid by check. If there are any errors on your notice or card concerning name, address 

or other error, please let me know when you send in your dues.   

 

The Squadron final membership  total for 2010 is 110.96% of goal with 81 paid members. 
 

 Please remember in your prayers our three departed brother members, Bill Tappan, Bill 

Van Meter and Gerry Harrington. 

 

A big thank you to Gerry Harrington for donating $50.00 to the SAL for programs and 

Mikes Friendly Pub donation of $700.00 from the ñWild Billò run to the SAL for chil-

drenôs Christmas. 

                                                                                                              For God and Country 
                                                                                                              Henry Legros  

                                                                                                              SAL Liaison 

American Legion Riders  

There will be no meeting  

For the month of  

August  

Message from the Auxiliary President  

"69*-*"3: $)"1-"*/z4 .&44"(& 

Get well wishes to our members who have been ill or hospitalized. 

 

ñKeep your face always toward the sunshine and shadows will fall behind youò 

                                                                                                                      Walt Whitman 

Remember ;to VOTEðOur American privilege. 

 

My phone number is (352) 628-6901  if you know of an Auxiliary member who is ill or 

hospitalized. 

 

                                                                                                           For God and Country 

                                                                                                           Lucile Roya 

                                                                                                           Chaplain 

I have been down most of this month with a very bad case of kidney stones (Both Kid-

neys). I want to thank everyone for the cards, prayers and visits. At the time of me 

writing this message I have had one surgery and getting ready for the next one on my 

right Kidney, I have been feeling very good lately. I want to thank the Auxiliary Offi-

cers for taking up my slack while I have been down, they made things happen on our 

dinners and also helped the Post out with events and lunches.  

 

Thanks ladies for all the help, With helping the Post we are truly working like a Legion 

Family should be and we are ALL headed in the same direction and not in a different 

direction! 

 

Just a reminder we have the 2011 cards in, please don't wait to get the notice in the 

mail, stop on in and pay your 2011 dues which are $25.00 or mail them to the Post so 

we can obtain 100% before the goal date. So please either stop in or drop a check off 

with a note and place it in the Auxiliary Box in the Lounge. 

                                                                                                  Thank you 

                                                                                                  Toni Conti 

                                                                                                  President   

Scout masters report  

July 13, 2010 

At present we have 15 registered Scouts in Troop 370. The Troop has put in 239 hours 

of Community Service. We have 6 Scouts that have advanced in rank, and 11 Scouts 

have earned 50 merit badges. 

 

A big feather in our cap is that we earned the Service Award at summer camp. 

 

A program planning meeting will be held on August 7th, 1700 (5:00pm) here in the 

Auxiliary Room at the post. All E-Board Members and Post Leadership are invited.  

                                                                                                         Yours in  Scouting 

                                                                                                          For God and Country 

                                                                                                          John Coble 


